Dhupuma Barker

Acknowledgement
The Yothu Yindi Foundation and Barker College acknowledge the Yolŋu
people who are the custodians of the land on which Dhupuma Barker stands. We
acknowledge and pay our respects to those who have gone before us and recognise their
contribution to our people and community. We pay respect to Elders past and present, and
to the children and young people who will carry our matha, rom and galtha into the future.

Why Dhupuma
The Yothu Yindi Foundation (YYF) has invited Barker College, Studio Schools Australia,
and Melbourne University to partner on a whole-life education project that provides
on-Country learning for Yolŋu people from early childhood education to university.
Barker College is an independent Anglican coeducational school for Pre-K - Year 12,
located 4000km from Dhupuma Barker in Sydney. The hope is this joint venture will
provide a template for Indigenous education in remote and rural communities.
Prior to the opening of Dhupuma Barker, Barker College had already commenced two
Indigenous primary schools outside of Sydney - Darkinjung Barker and Ngarralingayil
Barker. While these two schools have Aboriginal culture and language embedded into
all the teaching, learning and playing they do, those values have also become a vital
part of the main Barker campus.
Darkinjung, Ngarralingayil, Dhupuma and Barker recognise the importance of upholding
Aboriginal cultural identities as we strive to close the gap educationally. There is a
shared vision of creating a two-way partnership where we can learn from one another in
an educational model that is unique in Australia.

Background
Dhupuma College in Gulkula operated from 1972 – 1979 as the first ‘Transitional
College’ in the Northern Territory, with the aim of incorporating Yolŋu culture,
teachings and knowledge into the broader Australian curriculum. Dhupuma
College was unexpectedly shut in 1980. Many of today’s Yolŋu leaders
attended Dhupuma College and wanted to see it revived.
The vision for the Dhupuma Project is a network of educational institutions
that will work as one hub, providing education and opportunity for Yolŋu
People in East Arnhem Land from childhood to adulthood.
Dhupuma Barker is the first stage of the Dhupuma Education Project.
It is an independent, bilingual school operating in a remote area for
Kindergarten to Year 6 students. The School can cater for up to 40
students aged 5 – 12 years, with attached early learning centre for 0 – 5
year olds. Students will move on to high school – a partnership with
Studio Schools Australia.

Key Features
• Close partnership between an
Aboriginal community and an
independent school
• Based on twenty years of research
in Arnhem Land, Australia and New
Zealand
• Collective responsibility of the
community for the successful education
of each child
• Alternative education experience
specifically designed for Yolŋu people
based around culturally relevant
curriculum
• Excellent teaching
• Operational strength on the ground to
establish, maintain, and solve problems

What does Dhupuma
Barker offer?
The School offers access to quality primary
education – allowing children to have
educational opportunities without having
to leave the community. Blending the
Australian Curriculum with traditional Yolŋu
teachings, and building students’ English
language skills with a foundation in Yolŋu
Matha, will empower young people to walk
in two worlds with dignity and confidence.

Outcomes
Since opening in April 2021, Dhupuma
Barker has already demonstrated the
success that can come from on-Country,
bilingual education.
Attendance at Dhupuma Barker (63%) in
Term 2 2021 was more than 7 times the
regional average for East Arnhem (8.19%)
(NT Department of Education, 2021)
The attendance rates of individual
students have risen greatly since joining
Dhupuma Barker in Term 2 2021.
Two key examples:
1. Grant’s attendance improved from 37%
in Term 1 to 90% in Term 2
2. Janelle’s attendance improved from
22.5% in Term 1 to 65% in Term 2

How can I support
Dhupuma Barker?
The future of this unique and important
initiative is heavily dependent on the
generosity of the community. Every
contribution, no matter the size, will make
the world of difference to the education
of all the students and will move towards
closing the gap between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous students in Australia.
Barker Barang is the tax deductible fund
that has been established specifically
for our Indigenous Education donations.
Please visit the Barker website to make
your donation.
barker.college

